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A team of pathologists Sunday 
ended almost 18 years of controver- 
sy and speculation when |hey qbp- 
firmed that a Fort Worth grave con- 
tains the body of accused 
presidential assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

The disinterment began at 7:10 
a.m. in Rose Hill Memorial Park, 
just hours after a court order forbid- 
ding the action had expired. Os- 
wald’s widow, Marina Oswald Por- 
ter, and his brother, Robert, had 
been locked in a three-year legal 
battle. But last week, Robert decid- . 
ed he would no longer fight to pre-.f 
vent the autopsy. • * £ % 

By 9 a.m., thp remains had been » 
taken to Baylor University Medical * 
Center in Dallas, where a three- ^ 
hour, 50-minute autoJ>sy prqved 
that Oswald’s body was in the gfave f ‘ 
that carried his name. . t- 

“We both individually and as a c 
team have concluded beyond ahv 
doubt, and I mean beyond any' 
doubt, that the individual buried f 
under the name Lee Harvey Oswald^ 
in Rose Hill Cemetery is Lee Har- : 



The ruling disproves a theory ad- 
vanced by British author Michael 
H.B. Eddowes that a Russian 
not Oswald, murdered President K 
John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963, * 
in Dallas and was buried in ! the 
cemetery on the east side of Fort- 
Worth. 

Eddowes said he was convinced * 

See OSWALD on Page 13.L 
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OSWALD — From Page One 
Oswald, who defected to the Soviet 
Union in 1959, was abducted and re- 
placed by a Russian imposter, Alek 
James Hiddell. 

, After Sunday’s ruling, Eddowes, 
in a statement issued by his attor- 
ney John Collins, said: “I wpu to 
express my gratitude for the joint 
effort ... to ascertain the truth in 
this matter. Though surprised, I am 
not disappointed in* the apparent 
disproving of my evidepce.V , , 

Hal Monk, another of his attor- 
neys, said “Mr. Eddowes was wiped 
out by all this. He went to take a 
nap.” 

Collins said Eddowes is financing 
the exhumation, estimated to cost 
between $10,000 and $12,000. 

In the most critical test, doctors 
matched the teeth of the remains 
with Oswald’s dental records from 
the Marine Corps in the mid-1950s, 
before his 1959 defection to the So- 
viet Union. 

The pathologists also discovered 
the scars left by a mastoid operation 
— conducted in 1945 when Oswald 
was 6 — on the skull behind the 
ear. 

Finally, two gold rings Mrs. Por- 
ter placed on the corpse moments 
before it was buried were found. 

The results of the autopsy also al- 
layed Mrs. Porter’s concerns that 
the grave was empty. 

M I believe she’s totally satisfied 
now,” said her attorney, Michael 
Pezzulli. “Hopefully, this has laid 
this entire matter to rest.” 

Hal Nelson, of Nelson Service Co., 
said . contractors began exhuming 
the body about 7:10 a.m. Sunday. 
Mrs. Porter had requested the ex- 
humation be performed Sunday to 
help avoid publicity. Her brother- 
in-law had objected for religious 
reasons to the choice of days. 

When the backhoes reached the 
cement vault surrounding the cas- 
ket, contractors carried in another 
canopy and used it to block the view 
as they stepped down into the grave 
and began scooping dirt by hand. 

At 8:48 ajn., a cemetery worker 
said: “Ready? Are you ready?” 

Then the casket was pulled from 
the grave. 

Mrs. Porter, sitting in a silver 
Toyota station wagon guarded by 
two armed security officers, shifted 
nervously in her seat. 

In seconds, the casket was slid 
into a hearse. A motorcycle officer 
and a car carrying private investiga- 
lor William C. Dear led a procession 
of about 20 cars on the 40-minute 
drive to Baylor University Medical 


Center in East Dallas. 

Dear said cemetery workers lifted 
the concrete lid of the vault with a 
chain, then slid the oak casket onto 
a board, because it was so deterio- 
rated, it was “impossible to lift.” 

• “You could see hair tissue on his 
scalp,” he said, adding that although 
most of the remains were skeletal, 
“His face looked like it was still 
partly there. The skin was over the 
skull area. There was a musty smell, 
(but not) an offensive odor." 

At the moment the casket was 
uncovered. Dear said, “It was real 
quiet. It was a very tense moment. 
A very dramatic moment in my 
life." 

He said he originally planned to 
videotape the exhumation, but Ed- 
dowes decided to retain others to 
take photographs The autopsy was 
videotaped. 
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The examination was conducted 
by Dr. Norton, a former Dallas 
County medical examiner who now 
practices in Birmingham, Al$.; Dr. 
Vincent DiMaio, Bexar County 
medical examiner in San Antonio; 
Dr. Irving Sophor, West Virginia 
state medical examiner who has 
writteVt 'several books oh forensic 
dentistry, and Dr. James A. Cottone, 
associate professor and exprrt on fo- 
rensic dentistry at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio w .f .. 

Cottone said he brought 200 
pounds of sophisticated equipment, 
“a complete forensic dental labora- 
tory," to Dallas from his office in 
San Antonio. He said he and his 
staff had been packing for two 
weeks, “prepared to come up on a 
minute’s notice." 

The body was put back in the 


ground at 3:55 p.m. as aoout zuu 
spectators watched from outside the 
cemetery fence. The mood was a 
stark contrast to the anticipation 
Sunday morning when an aura of 
mystery permeated the scene. 

Sunday afternoon, they knew 
they were only seeing an 18-year- 
old corpse reinterred. 

“This is all because of that idiot 
from England,” said Martha 
Bracken, who lived across the street 
from the cemetery when Oswald 
was first buried. “It’s silly. That’s 
all it is, silly.” 

Eddowes* attorneys said a tempo- 
rary restraining order against the 
exhumation that was imposed by a 
Fort Worth judge at the request of 
Robert Oswald expired Sunday, 
prompting the negotiations last 
week between attorneys for Os- 
wald’s brother and widow. 

The major obstacle in reaching a 
decision, Collins said, was “to over- 
come Robert Oswald’s opposition — 
to show that he had no legal stand- 
ing to oppose Marina’s position.” An 
appeals court ruling last month said 
Mrs. Porter had the right to decide 
whether the body was exhumed be- 
cause she is Oswald’s closest surviv- 
ing relative. 

Dr. Norton worked for Dallas 
County Medical Examiner Charles 
Petty when the department first re- 
quested the exhumation two years 
ago because of discrepancies be- 
tween the autopsy report and Os- 
wald’s military records. 

Oswald defected to the Soviet 
Union in 1959 after he was dis- 
charged from the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He married a Russian wom- 
an, Marina, and subsequently re- 
turned to the United States. 

Assassination theorists have sug- 
gested that Oswald never returned 
and his identity was assumed by a 
Soviet look-alike who resumed Os- 
wald’s life in the United States. 

Following the autopsy at Baylor, 
a hearse carried Oswald’s corpse — 
in a new coffin — back to Fort 
Worth, passing through Dealey Pla- 
za and the old Texas School Book 
Depository along the way. It was 
from a sixth floor window of that 
building that Oswald allegedly shot 
Kennedy in 1963. 

“We didn’t know they were going 
that way back,” said Allen Baum- 
gardner, 39, of Baumgardner Funer- 
al Home in Fort Worth. “I thought, 
this is where it happened 18 years 
ago, and here I am again.” 

Also contributing to this story 
were Alan Gath right, Julia Wallace , 
Travis Brown and George Wysatta. 

It was written by Arnold Hamilton. | 


